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WELCOME TO DUXFORD SCHOOL!

When your child starts school for the first time or joins a new school,
there are always lots of questions you and your child will have about the
new school. We hope this prospectus will answer many of those questions
and give you a feel for what school life is like at Duxford.

We are really looking forward to welcoming your child to our school and
hope that he or she will be very happy here.

About Duxford School

Duxford School is located on the outskirts of Duxford Village. It is the
catchment school for the children of the villages of Duxford, Hinxton and
Ickleton.

The building is very spacious with two wings radiating off the large
assembly hall located in the centre of the building. The classrooms are
large and bright and Reception and Year 1 have enclosed gardens leading
off their classrooms. The school is set in large grounds, a mix of tarmac
and grass with separate play areas and play equipment for Reception/Key
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. The Key Stage 2 area has an outdoor Pavilion,
known as the Octagon, where the children can go for some quiet fime and
both playgrounds have friendship benches. We are fortunate o have a
wildlife and conservation area within the grounds that is used by children
during play and for curriculum activities. We also have enough grassy
area for football or athletics as well as a dedicated multi-sports court.

The Sunshine room is located at the far end of Key Stage 1 and is
primarily used by the Duxford Under-Fives Association, incorporating the
Playgroup and Toddler Group. The after-school club (known as the DX
Club) and a brand-new Breakfast Club as also run from the Sunshine room.

The Sunshine Room has its own separate entrance and its own garden
area, making it safe and attractive for use by the very youngest children

in the village as well as those who need care before and after school.

Children from the villages of Hinxton, Ickleton, and the Heathfield area
of Duxford are entitled to free bus fransport to and from the school.
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More details on school fransport can be found in the New Parents

Handbook.
Our Aims and Values
In Duxford School we value

e Learning

e Openness and honesty

e (Good relationships

e Spiritual growth

e Partnership and participation
e Patience and determination

e Enthusiasm and excellence

e Tolerance and respect

e A sense of humour

We aim to create a supportive Christian environment in which all children
flourish so that they learn about themselves and the world in which they

live.

We equip children with values and knowledge, skills and attitudes to
enable them to face the future with confidence and high expectations for

their lives.

Accreditations

Duxford School has worked hard to achieve a number of accreditations

including:

ﬂ Cambrldge
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Starting at Duxford School

There are three distinct but integrated parts to the school years at
Duxford.

Reception - The first year of school in which the children have
their 5™ Birthday

Key Stage 1 - Years 1 & 2 (age 5-7)

Key Stage 2 - Years 3 - 6 (age 8-11)

Most children join the school in Reception. However, the school will
accept children into every academic year where places are available.

Ofsted have highlighted Reception Year at Duxford as outstanding; ' The
Foundation Stage gives an excellent start to children beginning at the
school and is recognised locally as providing exemplary practice.

All children are admitted during the first half term of the school year.
Children who will be five in the first term attend school full time.
Children born between January 15" - August 31°" are invited to attend for
the morning session only. From October, the parent/carer and teacher
will agree an appropriate date for full time schooling.

At whatever stage your child joins our school we will aim to make it as
easy a transition as possible, and will work with parents and carers to
ensure that this can be achieved.

Links with Pre-school settings and Secondary Schools

The school has close links with Duxford Playgroup who run on the school
site, and other pre school settings such as private nurseries.  Our
Reception staff visit all children in their pre-school settings in the term
before they start. Prior fo entry into the Reception class, children are
given the opportunity to visit so that they are familiar with the new
setting. Playgroup children are invited to attend activities within the
school such as the school nativity play.

Most children from Duxford go on to Sawston Village College (SVC) with

whom the school has close established links. The children have the
opportunity to attend taster days at SVC in their final year. Staff from
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SVC also visit Duxford to smooth the transition. Some children move to
other secondary schools in the area including St Bede's church school and
private schools in Cambridge. The school will support children in this by
developing contacts at those schools. Free transport is provided o SVC
and St Bede's from Duxford, Ickleton and Hinxton

Duxford places a strong emphasis on close relationships between local
primary schools and SVC. We meet regularly to discuss the curriculum,
local and national issues and the smooth transfer of children to secondary
school. We are currently involved in a learning community project with
the local primary schools. Sports matches and other events are arranged
to broaden the children's experiences and enable them to meet peers
from local schools.

Behaviour

The Ofsted inspection of 2007 rated the behaviour of our children as
‘outstanding’ and commented that pupils believe that they are listened to
and appreciate the responsibilities they are given

The adults within the school try, at all fimes to be good role models. We
expect our children to behave in a polite and thoughtful manner to adults
and children, creating an atmosphere in which all children can feel happy
and secure. They are expected to take responsibility for their own
actions and possessions in a way that reflects thoughtfulness for the rest
of the school population, its buildings and equipment.

The focus within the school is very much on positive behaviour with every
child being valued. The aim of the school is to provide a supportive
environment in which positive behaviour can flourish by providing the
children with a sense of responsibility and belonging and where they can
develop confidence, independence and respect for others.

As the children progress throughout the school they are increasingly
given more responsibility. By Year 6 these responsibilities include being a
'buddy’, helping set up for assemblies and being a play leader in the Key
Stage 1 playground. Year 6 students have a different coloured
sweatshirt to denote their position within the school.
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The school encourages a very strong home - school partnership. We have
an open door policy and if there are any problems the school will work
closely with parents, at the earliest opportunity, fo resolve them.
Teachers are available at either end of the school day to discuss any
concerns that a parent may have.

At the beginning of each academic year, the school, parent carers and
children sign up to a Home School Agreement which sets out what is
expected from the all parties in terms of academic work and behaviour.

Any behaviour which causes distress to another is unacceptable. Most
problems are usually not very serious and can be dealt with by the
supervising adult and/or class teacher. Repetition of poor behaviour or
more serious issues, including incidents where a child has deliberately
hurt another, are referred to the deputy and then, if necessary, to the
Headteacher.

Serious misbehaviour is brought to the attention of the Headteacher
without delay. In such cases parents will be involved in order that their
co-operation can be sought in finding an effective solution. All staff will
be informed so that close monitoring of the individual can be maintained
throughout the day. In extreme cases, the Chair of Governors will be
informed. Exclusion is a measure that we have never had to use at
Duxford.. However, should the need ever arise, the parents will be
contacted and, if the exclusion is for more than five days, the LA will be
informed.

House System and Buddies

During their time at Duxford the children belong to one of four houses,
all named after aeroplanes. Each year there is a 'House Day' when the
children spend the day in their house groups taking part in a variety of
activities. At the end of the day each house elects two Captains - one boy
and one girl from Year 6. There are other opportunities throughout the
year for children fo work in their house groups such as Sports Day,
Winter Sports, Christmas Dinner and other school occasions.

Children entering Reception are given a Year 6 '‘Buddy’ from the same

house. The Buddy's role is to provide friendship and support which may
include, among other things, helping the younger child at lunchtime,
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partnering them on school trips and other school events and taking part in
shared reading.

Rewards

During the school day good behaviour within class including attentiveness
and acts of kindness and good manners are rewarded with house points.
House points are also given for good work. Points are collected weekly,
shared in assembly and at the end of each half term the winning house is
rewarded with a special House Playtime.

Individual achievement is also rewarded with Special cards. These are
awarded to pupils who make a particular improvement in behaviour or
work. They are presented weekly at an assembly so that the whole school
can celebrate the successes of individuals.  After the weekly
presentation a photograph is taken of all those awarded cards that week
for display in the school hall.

Good behaviour by whole classes as well as individuals is encouraged by
'golden time'. A week of good behaviour is rewarded by time on a Friday
when the children can choose from a variety of activities from drama to
ICT.

Courtesy cards are given annually to children who regularly show
consideration, politeness, helpfulness etc over a period of time. These
cards are greatly valued by the children as they are not given lightly, and
they help to set high standards of behaviour among everyone in school.

The School Day

The school day starts at 8.55am. A whistle is blown at 8.50am and
children are then allowed into school. Lunchtime is from 12.00noon to
1.00pm. All children have a 15 minute break in the morning and Reception
and Key Stage 1 pupils have a 15 minute break during the afternoon.
Reception and Key Stage 1 children finish at 3.20pm and Key Stage 2
children finish at 3.25pm. An on-site breakfast club is available from
8.00am and an after school club is available until 6pm. More details are
available through the school office.
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The National Curriculum:

The children follow the National Curriculum, which:
e Sets out the most important knowledge and skills that every
child has a right to learn
e Isa framework given o teachers by government, so that all
school children are taught in a consistent way
e Gives standards that measure how well children are doing in
each subject

The National Curriculum says when things must be taught by describing
broad 'Key Stages’ which are blocks of years. Within each stage the
school decides how to organise the teaching as they think best. The
teachers create their own plans term by term and year by year. The
teachers adapt their work so that it is appropriate to the different levels
of ability found in each class.

The National Curriculum covers the following subject areas;

e English

e Mathematics

e Science

e Information & Communications Technology
e Art & Design

e Design & Technology

e Geography

e History

e Modern Foreign Languages

e Music

e Personal, Social & Health Education and Citizenship
e Physical Education

e Religious Education

Some work may involve linking together a number of subjects within a
single topic or theme
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Uniform

The school encourages all children to be smartly and appropriately
dressed, and to wear the school uniform. This includes a sweatshirt with
the school logo. These can be purchased from the school office. Other
items of uniform are plain and widely available.

Clubs and Sports

Duxford School offer a great choice of clubs for your child to enjoy
including:

Pottery, Gymnastics, Textiles, Football Club, Chess, Basketball, Choir,
Computer Club for Girls, Homework lunchtime club. The outdoor Multi-
Sports Court is well used. Sports teams include basketball, football,
netball, tennis, cross-country, and athletics.

Special educational needs

Special educational needs (SEN) are when a child has significant
difficulty with the acquisition of learning. As a result a child may have an
Individual Education Plan (IEP) which will be issued after close monitoring
of the child, consultation with parents and discussions with teaching
staff.

There are 3 stages of SEN:

e School Action- school puts in extra support either as small group or
one to one work.

e School Action Plus- school requests advice from external
organisations e.g. Cambridgeshire's specialist teaching team, speech
and language therapy.

e Statement- this is a document which is issued by the Local
Authority recognising that the child has specific needs which need
significant extra support in order that the child can access the
curriculum.

Once a child receives an IEP it is reviewed termly. IEP's are stopped once

sustainable progress has been made to meet targets and the child's needs
are being met without the use of extra resources.

Duxford School Prospectus Page 10 of 16





